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Our Vision
With Jesus Christ as our inspiration and guide,

St Mary's Catholic Primary School Orange is a Professional Learning Community that works in collaboration 
with family, church and community to celebrate high levels of learning for all.

Second Sunday in Lent - Year A

Each week in Lent, we open a little more to the light. 
On the mountain, the face of Jesus shines like the sun as he is proclaimed the Beloved 
One of God! Jesus is indeed the Light of the World - the revelation of God’s love for us. 

We welcome the light of Christ into our midst as we walk this Lenten journey. 

Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them to a high 
mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like 

the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses 
and Elijah talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good for us to be here; if 

you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ 
While he was speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud, 

a voice said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; with him, I am well pleased; listen to him!’ 
When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. But 
Jesus came and touched them, saying, ‘Get up and do not be afraid.’ And when they 

looked up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down from 
the mountain, Jesus ordered them, ‘Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man 

has been raised from the dead.’

God of transcendent light, shine in our hearts and illuminate for us the sacred in all 
creation, that we may treasure your mystery within ourselves, one another, and all living 

things on earth. Amen. 



Altar Servers in Year 5 & 6

Did you know that students 
can train to become an altar server?

We have six students in Years 5 & 6 
who completed their training last 
year. All recommend registering into 
the upcoming training program. 

Here are some of the reasons why 
they enjoy being an altar server…

“You meet new friends from St Mary’s and other schools” 
“You get to have a pizza party”
“You get to have a role at school Masses and other events”
“It’s a good experience and you learn lots of things.”
“It’s community service and you get to know 
other people who go to church and help out others”
“You get thanked by old people”

Nicola
To insert 
another 
photo

   For more information contact Nicola Connors (REC)

Mini Vinnies - Exploring 
Laxmi’s Daily Life

This week Mini Vinnies were 
issued with their own Project 
Compassion Passport. We also 

learnt about Laxmi from 
Nepal and compared her daily 

life with our own lives. We 
discovered that their school 

doesn’t have interactive 
whiteboards and her home 

does not have water taps, and 
she has to use a large water 

bottle for drinking 
and cleaning. 



Christian Leadership Awards

Cruz Woodley
in recognition of

“Community and Common Good”

Elka Schwenke
in recognition of

“Community and Common Good”



From the Principal:

Thought for the week:

Progress, not perfection.  The mind is a powerful thing. 

When you fill it with positive thoughts, the world starts to change.  Everyday 
might not be good but there is something good in every day.    Faye Howard

Dear parents and carers,

I hope you have enjoyed a wonderful week in this gorgeous sunshine and the break from 
homework as we take a collective pause during Wellbeing Week at school.

Parent/ teacher interviews… 3 way interviews?

In the coming week, times will open up for you to book a parent/teacher interview with your 
child’s teacher.  Generally the times will be from 3:30 - 5:30 on Monday 27 and 28 March in 
the school hall.  The timetable will be released to you via Compass and you can then secure 
your appointment.  Year 5 times will vary slightly (Monday and Wednesday of Week 9) and 
Year 1 will have additional times in Week 8.  As always if these times do not work for you 
please contact the office to make an alternative appointment.

Over the years I have seen and been involved in various iterations of parent/ teacher 
interviews.  It is my professional opinion that the interviews are most effective when the 
child attends the meeting.  These are called 3 way interviews.  After all, it is the child’s 
learning that we are discussing.  It is a very powerful thing for a child to see that their 
parents/carers and their teachers are invested in them, and are working together for his/her 
best interests.  

In some cases, I completely understand that a private conversation may be necessary, but 
this could perhaps be at a different time?  I will leave that for you to discern.  In the 
meantime can I encourage you please to involve your child in this formal interview process, 
where student goals will be discussed and feedback about your child’s learning and 
progress at school is shared.  

Safety online

This week we have been working through some situations with the students around on-line 
safety.   I am aware that many of the students have Kids Messenger, which seems to be safe 
if it is closely monitored by parents.  Can I ask you please to take some time to scroll through 
the Kids Messenger Feed if your child has one?  I must strongly discourage access to Tik-Tok 
and Snapchat for our students as these Apps are not designed for children under 13+.  Even 
then I would question how positive the influence of these apps have on our young people.  

Please reinforce with your child that if you wouldn’t say it to or share it with to someone in 
person, then it is definitely not appropriate for social media.  Please see resources from 
http://nsw.childsafetyhub.com.au/downloads/  which may assist with your conversations 
with your children.

Finally, a huge congratulations to all of our students currently representing St Mary’s in a 
wide variety of sports.  We are so proud of your efforts and your outstanding sportsmanship!

Enjoy the weekend when it arrives, 
Gayle Stratton

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=64447792&msgid=868957&act=7538&c=320518&pid=3604431&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fnsw.childsafetyhub.com.au%2Fdownloads%2F&cf=95201&v=2f703f5bbdba460fdaed803226007c532be7fed5730715a8e15b765f0f04b501


Child Safety Handbook link

https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=64447792&msgid=868957&act=7538&c=320518&pid=3604431&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fissuu.com%2Fassociatedmediagroup%2Fdocs%2Fcshb_summer_2022_23_single_pages%3Ffr%3DsMzY1ODUzMzA2OTM&cf=95201&v=10da576a2682f4e77d4ccbddb035b62abd00a4bc22aa7d0ccd85255fd845b40d


School wide Positive Behaviour for Learning (SPB4L)
 St Mary’s Orange - SCHOOL UNIVERSALS

 As learners at St Mary's we are expected to:
 BE SAFE         BE RESPECTFUL     BE RESPONSIBLE 

The aim of SPB4L at St Mary's, is to actively teach and model positive 
behavioural expectations through consistent, reasonable and proactive 
strategies that will foster positive relationships with students, staff and 

parents.
BE SAFE ❖ We will keep our hands and feet to ourselves ❖ We will 

follow the rules of the game
BE RESPECTFUL ❖ We will use kind words ❖ We will follow teacher 

directions
BE RESPONSIBLE ❖ We will include others and play fairly ❖ We will 

engage in our learning 

St Mary’s SPB4L Behaviour Matrix 

Wellbeing Week 
No homework week, instead students are encouraged 

to connect with family by playing a board games 
together, reading a book, going for a walk, a bike ride or 

simply enjoying time outside in the sun.

Mindful Monday
Talk to God Tuesday

Wellness Wednesday
Thoughtful Thursday

Friendship friday 

 
The Winning House this week :

Mackillop
The House that wins each week, gets 10 minutes extra play after 

lunch on a day next week and they get the privilege of wearing a plain 
t-shirt in the colour of their house tomorrow. 

Please can we ask that t-shirts have no logos or designs.





NAPLAN 2023

Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN schedule is 15th - 27th March. 

Students will need to bring in their headphones and 
chromebooks (fully charged) each day during this period.  It 
would be worthwhile to check in with your child that their 
headphones are working correctly and we cannot share these.

Students sit four tests: Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language 
and Numeracy. Please read the NAPLAN information for parents 
brochure in this newsletter.

Please review the information on the following pages in regard to 
the NAPLAN tests this year.  We are obliged to share this with you.

 If you have any questions feel free to contact the school.

Kind regards,

Rachel Cranney
Assistant Principal
St Mary's Catholic Primary School Orange 
T: (02) 63627926
w: http://www.stmarysorange.catholic.edu.au

Catholic Education Diocese of Bathurst works on the Country of 
Wiradjuri, Gamilaraay and Wailwan peoples. We pay respect to their 
Elders, celebrate their continuing culture and acknowledge the 
memory of their ancestors.

http://www.stmarysorange.catholic.edu.au/






Last Friday representatives from St Mary’s school participated in the Paul 
Kelly Cup which is an AFL program aimed at allowing students to engage with 
the sport. In the lead up to the event students were lucky enough to be 
guided through training sessions where they were showcased the skills 
needed in the game such as kicking, marking, handballs and defending. 
These skills were were showcased by all of the students throughout the day. 

The sportsmanship displayed by the St Mary's community on the day was 
exemplary, with many from our girls team even playing an extra game to gift 
another school enough numbers. The improvement seen throughout the day 
was extraordinary and the enjoyment of the students was evident by the 
smiles on their faces.

Everyone involved had a wonderful day, I would like to thank Mrs Katie Frew 
for organising the event, Mr Ben Benton and Katie Morrison for coaching the 
teams and the representatives from various organisations such as the Orange 
Tigers’ Football Club for hosting the day.

Congratulations to both our Giants and girls teams which progressed to the 
next round. This will be played in Orange this Friday between schools from 
surrounding communities.

Joe Coady



School fee concessions for Health Care Card and Pensioner 
Concession Card Holders
The Catholic Education Diocese of Bathurst offer a fee concession to assist low income 
families experiencing financial hardship.

The new concession is available to eligible Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner 
Concession Card (PCC) holders in 2023.

Eligible families will receive a 30 per cent concession to reduce the Single School Fee 
and Capital Works Levy.

To be eligible, the parent or carer must hold an eligible and current card and be 
responsible for the payment of school fees. The HCC or PCC concession is applied after 
applying the sibling discount.

The parent or carer must also be willing to enter into a regular direct debit payment plan to 
pay the remaining fees by the end of the year. Should circumstances arise where 
additional fee relief is needed, the normal fee concession application process is available 
at your school.

Parent or carers may apply directly to the school for a HCC or PCC concession by 
completing a simple application form and providing their card with the appropriate code to 
the school. A small number of cards may not be eligible for the concession.

Bishop Michael McKenna strongly urges families to remember that no child will be denied 
a Catholic school education due to financial hardship.

If you are finding it difficult to pay your family’s schools fees, please contact your school 
principal to access assistance.

Bathurst Diocesan Community Sport

Dear Parents,

Keep up to date with sporting events and achievements across the 
Bathurst Diocese. Search CEBD community sport or use the following 

link. 

https://sites.google.com/bth.catholic.edu.au/cedbsportcommunity/

https://sites.google.com/bth.catholic.edu.au/cedbsportcommunity/


St Mary’s Catholic Primary School

CAFÉ Easter Raffle Donations

Our Café will be holding an Easter Raffle 
to raise funds to go towards resources for 
the school.

We ask that each child or family donate 
an Easter egg or other Easter surprise to 
the school by Friday the 31st March, to be 
included in the hampers. Easter Eggs 
and goodies can be left with the school 
office.

Raffle tickets books to sell will be sent 
home soon to families and we ask that 
you return them prior to Wed 29th March.

The Easter Raffle will be drawn on 
Thursday 6th April 2023 at 2:15 pm.



Kindergarten & Year 1 Sports Morning
& 

 Kindy, Year 1 & Year 2 Easter Hat Making
Friday 31st March 2023

10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
Parents,carers and family members are warmly invited to attend the 
Kindergarten and Year 1 Sports morning on Friday 31st March 2023. 

The students will participate in their Sports ,Houses beginning 
with a March Past at 10:00 am on the Infant’s playground.  

This will be followed by games and non-competitive running races.  

Children are asked to wear their sports uniform, joggers, and 
school hat on this day. Please ensure your child also has a 

labeled drink bottle as well. 

The Sports,morning will conclude at 11:10 am. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

If you would like to, we would love you to join us after the 
Sports, morning for a picnic with your child/children on the  

Infant’s playground. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

After the Picnic Morning Tea, parents, carers and family members are 
invited to come to the Kinder ,Year 1 & 2  classrooms to make Easter 
Hats with their child. No need to bring in any materials as they will be 

provided. Time 11:40 am-12:30 pm.
 







WHAT TO DO WHEN……..

Your child is absent from school
Parents have seven days to provide an explanation please enter into this into the 
Compass Portal 

Your child is going to an appointment during school hours
Parents have to sign the child out of school on the Compass Portal in the front office.  
Office staff will arrange for your child to meet parents at the office. Parents are not 
permitted to enter the classroom.  A Leave Pass will be issued to the parent taking the 
child to the appointment.

Your child arrives late to school
Parents are required to escort their child to the front office.  Parents are to complete a 
Late to School Notice on the Compass Portal.  The child takes the notice to the class. 
Parents are not permitted to enter the classroom. 
All absenteeism are recorded on the Class Roll which is a legal and binding document.  
The Principal is only permitted to grant 15 days Leave per year per child.  This does not 
include absenteeism due to sickness.  Any child requiring more than 10 days’ leave must 
apply for an exemption through the school office.

You would like to speak with your child teacher
Contact the office staff to request a meeting either face to face or on the phone  with 
your child teacher, please note that meetings will generally be after 3pm .
Counselling  requests are organised through Mrs Belmonte.

You have Lost Property

Please label your children belongings clearly  and to  check the lost property cupboard 

located behind the admin building.



UNIFORM
Uniform expectations
The school uniform is a distinguishing symbol of belonging to St Mary’s Catholic Primary School and it is expected that 
students wear it with pride at all times. The assistance of parents and staff is sought in maintaining a high standard of 
dress and presentation by all students. 

Students not wearing the correct or incomplete uniform are required to provide a note from a parent or carer giving 
reasons why and letting us know when the uniform will be corrected.
If students continually choose to wear the incorrect uniform or ignore our dress code a parent meeting will be requested.

Uniforms Summer Winter

Sport Uniform
Girls and Boys

Navy polo shirt with school logo
Navy shorts 
White socks
Joggers

Navy polo shirt with school logo
Navy track pants 
Navy Sports Jumper with logo
White socks
Joggers

Regular Uniform
Girls

Pink checked dress 
Navy Shorts
White Shirt 
White socks
Black shoes

Maroon tunic or trousers
Maroon Jumper
Fawn long-sleeve shirt
School tie

     Knee-high fawn socks, 
     or fawn tights                     
     Black shoes

Regular Uniform
Boys

School blue short-sleeve shirt
Grey shorts
Grey socks
Black shoes

Maroon Jumper
School blue long sleeve shirt
Grey trousers and socks
School tie
Black shoes

Hat – Navy bucket hat with school logo
Black shoes - leather, polishable, classic style, low heel - no black joggers
Socks - no sportlet or cutaway styles
Shorts - no cargo, corduroy, jeans type, Brand name or polycotton / cotton shorts
Trousers - grey poly / viscose serge trousers only

In addition to the uniform we ask that:

● Students maintain acceptable hairstyles.  Extremes of hairstyle are not permitted, including rat’s tails, 
mohawks, coloured hair and haircuts or undercuts less than a ‘two ‘and stripes etc shaved into their 
head.  Hair gel is to be kept to a minimum. Hair that is collar length or longer is to be tied back with a 
maroon, brown or dark blue ribbon.

● No coloured tights with the girls dress
● Bracelets, bangles, necklaces or anklets are not worn, with the exception of a religious medal on a fine 

chain that may be tucked into the uniform.
● One small signet ring is worn.
● Nail polish is not worn.
● One set of earrings is permitted. Plain sleepers or plain studs only.

Students who wear inappropriate accessories will be asked to remove such items, take them to the office and 
collect them at the end of the day to take home.



 Term 1 2023         Calendar Of events 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

 6 6/3
2024 Kindergarten 
enrollments open 

7/3 8/3
Dio Swimming-DUB

—---------------------------
JSCHS (Yr 6) 
Orientation Day

9/3

Swimming Ribbons 
outstanding 1:45pm

10/3
Yr 4 Assembly 12:30 parents 
welcome
—-------------------------------------
Bathurst Winter Sports Trails
Netball trails

 7 13/3 14/3 15/3
NAPLAN Writing

16/3
NAPLAN Reading

17/3
NAPLAN Language 
Conventions
St Patrick’s 
Day (wear a touch of green)

 8 20/3
NAPLAN 
Mathematics
—-------------------
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
Year 1 only

21/3
Harmony Day
—----------------
Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
Year 1 only

22/3 23/3 24/3
Cross Country Yr2-6
@school
—--------------------
Yr 3 Assembly-Parents 
welcome 12:30 pm

 9 27/3

Parent Teacher 
Interviews 
K - Year 6

28/3

Parent Teacher
Interviews
All grades except 
Year 5.

29/3

Athletics Carnival
Years 2 -6
@ James Sheahan 
ALL DAY
—-----------------------
Parent Teacher 
Interviews Year 5 only

30/3
Polding 
Swimming-
Homebush

31/3
Cross Country 1500m final- 
track event @Anzac Park 
—----------------------------
K/1 Sports carnival 
10am-11:10am
BYO Picnic M/Tea
K,Yr 1 & 2 Easter hat making
11:40 am-12:30 pm
—----------------------------
Yr 5 Assembly
12:30-Parents welcome

10 3/4
HOLY 
WEEK

4/4
Holy Week
Celebrations
In the Hall
9:05am Parents 
Welcome

5/4
PSSA Swimming

6/4
PSSA Swimming
—------------------
Easter Raffle
& Hat parade
2:15pm

7/4
GOOD FRIDAY 

School Holidays
commence

                                                      2023  NSW School Term information                                           

 Term 1 2023 Tuesday 31st January 2023 Finish Thursday 6th April 2023

Term 2 2023 Wednesday 26th April 2023 
(Monday 24 April is a Pupil Free Day)

Finish 30th June 2023

Term 3 2023 Tuesday 18th July 2023
(Monday 17th is a Pupil free Day)

Finish 22nd September 2023

Term 4 2023 Monday 9th October 2023 Finish 15th December 2023



SPORTS UNIFORM Week 6

Kindergarten -THURSDAY/FRIDAY

Year One  -   FRIDAY  

Year Two   -   FRIDAY   

Year Three  - FRIDAY

Year Four   -   FRIDAY

Year Five   -   FRIDAY 

Year Six   -   FRIDAY 

We would like to remind you 

that children are not 
permitted to bring nuts or 
eggs  to school in any form, to 
ensure the safety of
students with 
allergies/anaphylaxis. 
Also students are not 
permitted to share food.

Dear Parents/Carers
 
The Bus Pass 
moratorium period has 
now elapsed. All 
students are now 
required to either show 
their bus pass or pay 
the $1.10 fare on 
boarding their school 
buses. 

2024 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS
 Time to apply now!

During Terms 1 & 2 we conduct many enrolment 
tours and we encourage families to complete and 

submit enrolment applications for 2024. Forms are 
available on our website or from the office. Please 

let your friends and neighbours know that
 now is the time to apply for enrolment.





It’s so easy! 

1) Go to www.flexischools.com.au

2) Click “Register Now” to create account

3) Top-up your balance

4) Start ordering immediately

.How do I order my child’s lunch?
 

Please download the Flexischools App
or sign in on your computer.

 In order to search for
St Mary’s Catholic Primary School - Orange,

please search the word “Orange” because there are many 
St Mary’s Schools.

Load your Flexischools account for regular lunch purchases.

How do I order my child’s uniform?
 

Please order uniform through Flexischools.  The uniform order will 
be packed on the Friday morning by Parent Volunteers  and it will 

be sent home with your child Friday afternoon.
For second hand clothing, please place an order with the office 
staff and the Volunteers will do their best to fill the order and we 

only ask for a donation to the school.






